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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the election of species requirement for 
application 10/608,093 filed on 03/12/2008. 

2. Applicant's election of species of figure 1 in the reply is acknowledged. Since all 
the claims are drawn in one species, the election requirement has been withdrawn and 
the election is thereby made final. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1 r -1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 

Noro etal. (US 6,646,677 B2) in view of Taniguchi Hiroyuki (JP2001 344285) as cited by 
the Applicant. 

As to claim 1, Noro et al. discloses in figure 5, an image management apparatus 
(disclosed camera operation device 20 for remotely controls the operation of the camera 
16 via the LAN 10, figure 5, Col. 6, lines 56-67) comprising: photography instruction 
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information storage means for storing photography instruction information that indicates 
a subject to be photographed (disclosed a sequence of the stored program which is 
executed by the CPU of the camera operation device 20 for controlling the image 
sensing apparatus, and the data transmitting upon reception of the image data from the 
camera management 12, figures 5 and 10, Col. 3, lines 66-67, Col. 4, lines 1-8, Col. 7, 
lines 40-48, and Col. 10, lines 10-13); input means for receiving an input of image data 
obtained by the imaging apparatus according to the photography instruction information 
(disclosed communication controller 40 and storage unit 42 function as the input means 
receiving the image data obtained and sent over the LAN 10 by the camera 
management device 12, figure 3, Col. 7, lines 1-29); and storage means for storing the 
image data (disclosed storage unit 42 for storing various data including image and audio 
data received via LAN 10, figure 5, Col. 7, lines 27-29). 

Nora et al. does not disclose the communication means for sending the 
photography instruction information to an imaging apparatus via a wireless 
communication network and for receiving information transmitted via the wireless 
communication network. 

Taniguchi Hiroyuki, cited by the applicant, discloses in figure 1, the disaster 
information center 121 comprising the receive section 122 which receives the damage 
information transmitted via the communication line 131 . The image data transmitted via 
radio or a communication line from the Personal Digital Assistants (PDA) 1 1 1 and 112 
(figure 1, [0015] and [0016]). 
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It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify the communication controller 40 of the Noro 
device as the same fashion as disclosed in the Hiroyuki device so as to obtain the 
receive section 122. In doing so, it would have improved data communication 
capability of the image management as being able to wirelessly communicate with the 
mobile communication and camera management device via a wireless communication 
network. 

With regard to claim 2, Noro et al. in view of Taniguchi Hiroyuki discloses all 
basic limitations as discussed in claim 1 . Taniguchi Hiroyuki further discloses the input 
means comprises means for receiving the input of the image data sent from the imaging 
apparatus via the wireless communication network (disclosed disaster information 
center 121 comprising the receive section 122 which receives the damage information 
transmitted via radio communication from the Personal Digital Assistants (PDA) 1 1 1 and 
112 (figure 1, [0015] and [0016]). 

With regard to claim 3, Noro et al. in view of Taniguchi Hiroyuki discloses all 
limitations as discussed in claiml, except for the communication control means for 
comparing the image data stored in the storage means with the photography instruction 
information stored in the photography instruction information storage means, and for 
controlling the communication means so that the photography instruction information 
corresponding to the image data is sent again to the imaging apparatus in the case 
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where the storage means does not have the image data corresponding to the 
photography instruction information. 

Hiroyuki, cited by the applicant, discloses in figures 1-3, and 6, an accumulation 
means which accumulates the damage information received by the reception means is 
compared with the position information added to picture image data. The judging 
means which judges whether picture image data is the picture image data of which 
damage area and the display the related picture which the damage information on the 
damage area judged by the judging means and if it is not, the new photography 
instruction information can be inherently sent to the PDA requesting the new image 
picture be sensed. The combined functions of the judging means and the operator 
which acts as the communication control means, figures 1-3, and 6, [0005], [0027], and 
[0037]). 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify the camera operation device of Noro as the 
same fashion as disclosed in the Hiroyuki device so as to obtain the communication 
control means. In doing so, it would have received the updated information and/or 
situation faster so the appropriate action can be accurately be taken. 

With regard to claim 4, Noro et al. discloses all basic limitations as discussed in 
claim 1 . Noro et al. further discloses the photography instruction information includes at 
least position information representing a position of the subject (disclosed the storage 
unit 32 also stores position information, sent from the camera operation device, of an 
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object to sense a specific object, and this position information includes the image 
sensing direction and zoom ratio. The sensed image data with the position information 
is then transmitted back to the camera operation device 20 via a the LAN 10 and 
received image and audio data is stored in the storage unit 42, figure 5, Col. 7, lines 1- 
29). 

With regard to claim 5, Noro et al. discloses all basic limitations as discussed in 
claim 1 . Noro et al. further discloses the position detection means for detecting a 
position of the imaging apparatus, wherein the communication control means controls 
the communication means to send to the imaging apparatus the photography instruction 
information corresponding to the position of the imaging apparatus (disclosed control 
command is issued and stored in the storage unit 32 which the command includes the 
position information of an object to sense a specific object including the image sensing 
direction and zoom ratio. After the operation is completed, the sensed image data with 
the position information is then transmitted back to the camera operation device 20 via 
the LAN 10. Therefore, the camera operation device has inherently known the position 
of the camera prior to the generation of position information as to instruct, via the 
camera management device, the camera 16 what to do next, figure 5, Col. 7, lines 1- 
29). 

With regard to claim 6, Noro et al. discloses all basic limitations as discussed in 
claim 1 . Noro et al. further discloses the photography instruction information includes a 
photography process representing the type of the subject to be photographed and a 
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deadline for obtaining the image data (disclosed control commands sent from the 
camera operation control device 20, received and stored in the storage unit of the 
camera management device, instruct the image sensing processing such as sensing 
direction, the zoom ratio along with a specific object to be sensed, figures 4 and 1 1 , Col. 
7, lines 1-38, Col. 10, lines 28-67 and Col. 11, lines 1-21). 

With regard to claim 7, Noro et al. in view of Taniguchi Hiroyuki discloses all 
basic limitations as discussed in claim 1. Taniguchi Hiroyuki further disclose the 
wireless communication network comprises one of a wireless LAN communication 
network, or a cellular phone network, or and a short range wireless communication 
network (disclosed radio communication for wirelessly transmitting the image data, 
figure 1, [0015] and [0016]. 

As to claim 8, Noro et al. discloses in figure 5, an imaging apparatus (disclosed 
camera management system comprising a camera 16 and the camera management 
device 12 for image sensing, image and audio data controlling, and transmitting 
apparatus, figure 5, lines 38-67) comprising: imaging means for obtaining image data 
representing a subject by photography of the subject (disclosed camera 16 for sensing 
the object, figure 3, Col. 6, lines 52-55); reception means for receiving the photography 
instruction information from the image management apparatus defined in Claim 1 (See 
the comments from claim 1); display means for displaying information including the 
photography instruction information (disclosed still camera and/or video camera 16 has 
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inherently a viewfinder or a LCD for displaying/recording an object or a scene image, 
Col. 1 , lines 10-16); and storage means for storing the image data obtained by the 
imaging means according to the photography instruction information (disclosed storage 
unit 32 stores position information of an object to sense a specific object, and this 
position information includes the image sensing direction and zoom ratio, figure 5, Col. 
7, lines 6-12). 

With regard to claim 9, Noro et al. discloses all basic limitations as discussed in 
claim 8, except for the transmission means for sending the image data stored in the 
storage means to the image management apparatus via the wireless communication 
network. 

Taniguchi Hiroyuki, cited by the applicant, discloses in figure 1, the Personal 
Digital Assistants (PDA) 1 1 1 and 112 having a digital still camera and a GPS receiver 
and is also provided with the transmission section 114. The transmission section 114 
transmits image data and the added position information to the disaster information 
center 121 via radio or the communication line 131 (figure 1, [0014] and [0015]. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify the camera 16 of the Noro device as the same 
fashion as disclosed in the Hiroyuki device so as to obtain the transmission section 
114. In doing so, it would have improved data communication capability of the camera 
management system by being able to wirelessly communicate with the camera 
operation device via a wireless communication network. 
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With regard to claim 10, Noro et al. in view of Taniguchi Hiroyuki discloses all 
basic limitations as discussed in claim 9, except the position information obtaining 
means for obtaining position information representing a position of an imaging 
apparatus; and transmission control means for controlling the transmission means to 
send the position information to the image management apparatus. 

Taniguchi Hiroyuki, cited by the applicant, discloses in figure 1, the Personal 
Digital Assistant devicel 1 1 having a digital still camera and a GPS receiver, and a 
transmission section 1 14 for transmitting image data and added position information to 
the disaster information center 112 via a radio communication, figure 1, ([0014] and 
[0015]). 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify the camera 16 of the Noro device as the same 
fashion as disclosed in the Hiroyuki device so as to obtain a GPS receiver and the 
transmission section 114. In doing so, it would have improved data communication 
capability of the camera management system by being able to wirelessly communicate 
with the camera operation device via a wireless communication network. 

As to claim 1 1 , Noro et al. discloses in figure 5, an image storage management 
system (disclosed image communication system, figure 5, Col. 6, lines 38-40) 
comprising: an image management apparatus (disclosed camera operation device 20 
for remotely controls the operation of the camera 16 via the LAN 10, figure 5, Col. 6, 
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lines 56-67) comprising: photography instruction information storage means for storing 
photography instruction information that indicates a subject to be photographed 
(disclosed a sequence of the stored program which is executed by the CPU of the 
camera operation device 20 for controlling the image sensing apparatus, and the data 
transmitting upon reception of the image data from the camera management 12, figures 
5 and 10, Col. 3, lines 66-67, Col. 4, lines 1-8, Col. 7, lines 40-48, and Col. 10, lines 10- 
13); input means for receiving an input of image data obtained by the imaging apparatus 
according to the photography instruction information (disclosed communication 
controller and storage unit 42 function as the input means receiving the image data 
obtained and sent over the LAN 10 by the camera 16 and the camera management 
device 12, figure 3, Col. 7, lines 1-29); and storage means for storing the image data 
(disclosed storage unit 42 for storing various data including image and audio data 
received via the LAN 10, figure 5, Col. 7, lines 27-29); and at least one imaging 
apparatus (disclosed camera 16 and the camera management device 12 for use in the 
image sensing, image data controlling, and the image transmitting apparatus, figure 5, 
lines 38-67) comprising: imaging means for obtaining image data representing a subject 
by photography of the subject (disclosed camera 16 for sensing the object, figure 3, Col. 
6, lines 52-55); reception means for receiving the photography instruction information 
from the image management apparatus (disclosed communication controller 30 for 
controlling connections and data communications with an arbitrary camera operation 
device 20 via the LAN 10, figure 5, Col. 7, lines 3-5); display means for displaying 
information including the photography instruction information (disclosed still camera 
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and/or video camera 16 has inherently a viewfinder or a LCD for displaying/recording an 
object or scene image, Col. 1 , lines 1 0-1 6); and storage means for storing the image 
data obtained by the imaging means according to the photography instruction 
information (disclosed storage unit 32 stores position information of an object to sense a 
specific object, and this position information includes the image sensing direction and 
zoom ratio, figure 5, Col. 7, lines 6-12). 

Noro et al. does not disclose the communication means for sending the 
photography instruction information to an imaging apparatus via a wireless 
communication network and for receiving information transmitted via the wireless 
communication network. 

Taniguchi Hiroyuki, cited by the applicant, discloses in figure 1, the disaster 
information center 121 comprising the receive section 122 which receives the damage 
information transmitted via radio or the communication line 131 from the Personal 
Digital Assistants (PDA) 1 1 1 and 112. Furthermore, both of the Personal Digital 
Assistants having a digital still camera and a GPS receiver and is also provided with the 
transmission section 1 14 for transmits image data with added position information to the 
disaster information center 121 via radio or the communication line 131 (figure 1 , [0014] 
and [0015] and [0016]). 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify the image communication system of Noro as 
the same fashion as disclosed in the Hiroyuki device so as to obtain the receive section 
122 and transmission section 114. In doing so, it would have improved data 
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communication capability of the image communication system as being able to 
wirelessly transmit and receive audio and image data between the camera system and 
the camera operation device. 

vL_____The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Shibata (US 6,356,303 B1) discloses a camera control device is arranged to 
recognize a relation between a desired state of a camera based on a camera 
control instruction issued and a current state of the camera, to calculate at least a 
transmission time required for transmission of information between the camera 
and the camera control device, and to form a camera control command on the 
basis of at least the calculated transmission time and the relation between the 
desired state and the current state of the camera. 

Miura et al. (US 6,961,082 B2) discloses a video display control method 
comprises generating camera operation information concerning an operation of a 
camera operated by remote control, transmitting data of video captured by the 
camera and the camera operation information to a control apparatus via a 
network; and processing the data of the video based on the camera operation 
information to display an image of the video at the control apparatus. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TRUNG DIEP whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5088. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.,- Thur., 8:00 am, -5:00 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye can be reached on (571 ) 272-7372. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Trung Diep/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



/Lin Ye/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



